Tee words ‘growth’ and ‘development’ are not
nEW 9 vou. Look around you. almest everyiing
that you ¢can 55€ imﬂmrmatmmnﬂﬂ
grows and develops Mﬂmﬂﬁplanm CitiEs,
ideas. nations. relationships or even vou
yourseli What docs this mean?

This chapter diseusses the coneept of
human detzlopment a5 It permaing to natians
and communities.

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT

Bothi growiis and desslopment refet to chiatiges:
over a perlod of ume. The difference is that
growth is guantitative and valde neutral. Bmay
have a positive or a negative sigh This means
that the change may be aither positive showing
an lnerease) or negative {ndicating a decrease].

‘Development means 3 qualitarive changs
which Is alwayes value positive. This means that
dewlopment cadmot take place unless there s
an lnerement of addition tw the existing
conditions. Development oceurs when pesitivs.
growih takes place. Yet. positive growih does:
not always lead to development. Dewlopment
occurs when there i5 a positive-change In

For example, I the population of -3 ity
grows from one lakh to two lakihs over a petiod
of timie. we say the city has grown. Howeser, fa
faedlities lke hiousing, provision 6 basio servictes:
angd otherchiaracieristies remaln the same. then
this growth Has hot been accompanled by
development

Can you think of a few more cxaimples to
differentiate beiveen growih and dewiopment?

=, Activity

Write 2 short es2ay o draw 3 551 of pictures illustrating,
growth without development and growth with

development,
For many detadss a country's level of
ﬁ:ﬁﬁpmﬂt{mnﬂﬁuzﬂdnmviﬂt&ﬂn&nrﬁs
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Bl Acohe June, 2004

Haw] Aceh, Becomber, 2004

Dn you know that cities can also gr:lw riegatmely‘? Look at the photographs of this tsunami

affected city. Are nalural disasters the only reasons ot negative gmwlh in acilys size?

economile growth. This meant that (he bgger
the economy of the country, the more developed
It was constdered, even though this growth did
ol really mean much change in the ives ol most
people.

The idea that the quality of Wfe people enjoy
in a country, the opportunities they have and

freedioms they enjoy. are important aspects of

development, is nol new.

These wdeas were clearly spell oul for the
first Hme tn the ale elghties and early ninelles.
The works of two South Aslan economists,
Mahbub-ul-Hagq and Amariya Sen are
tmpartant in {this regard.

The comeept of human development was
introduced by Dr Mahbub-ul-Hag. Dr Haq has
described human development as development
thal enlarges peaple’s cholees and tmproves
thedr lives. Petple are centrad 1o all development
under thls concept. These cholees are nol Bxed
bnt keep on changing. The baste goal of
development 1s o creale condilions where
people can Uve meantnghl lives.

A meantneful tfe 15 not just a long one. It
minst be & e with some purpose. This means
that people must be healthy, be able (o develop
thetr lents, participate in soctety and be free
tior scteve thetr goals.

|2 e) Dt le )

Dr Mahbub-ul-Hag and Prot Armartya Sen wers close friends and have workad together under (he izadership ol Dr
Hag to bring out the initial Human Development Reports. Both thesa South Asian sconomists have been able o
provide an ellernative view of development:

A man of vision and compassion, Pakistani economist Dr Mahbub-ul-Hag created the Human Developmant
indax in 1990, Accarding o him, development is 2ll about! enlarging people’s choices in order 1o lead long,
healtiy fives with digrity. The United Nations Development Programma has used His concepl of human development
lo publish the Human Development Repert annually sincz 1980,

Dt Hag's fatibilily of mind and ability 1o think oul of the box can be llusiraled from one of his'spaechies where
he guatsd Shaw saying, *You soe things thatare, and ask why? | dream of things that never were, arid ask why
not?

Nobel Laureate Prof Amartya Sen saw an increasa in freedom (or deereasa in unfreedom) 25 the main objactive
of development. Interastingly; ncreasing freadoms is also one of the mest effective ways of bringing about
development. His wark explores the mole of social and paiitical institufions and procasses in increasing freedom.

",J Thie wotks of these aconomists are path breaking and have succeeded in bringing people lo the cenire of any
uf' discussion on development

Fundammfols of Homan (Sogropiy
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The Governument of India has introduced
Bett Bachno Bell Padhao programme Lo
address the tssue of decline tn child sex
rallo. Diseiss wilh your peers how 10 will
lead to more meaningiul W for girls.

Which of these lives is a meaningh 5fe?

[ Phere do you p
| wov yournsirans|

Who do yau think leads more meanirigiul lifie? Whal makes orie of these more meaningful than Ifie other?
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Leading s long and healthy We, being sble
o gatn knowledee and having enough measns
to be able to live a decent e are the most
impartant aspects of human development.

Therelore, arvess 1o resources, health and
educatlon are the Key areéas in human
development. Suitable mdtcators: have been
developedd to measaire ¢ach of these aspects. Can
you think of some? _

Very often, people do not have the
capiabtlity and freedom to miske even basie
cholces. This may be duoe (o their inability o
acquire knowledge, their material poverty,
soctal diserimination. inefficiency of Instiations
and oiher reasons. This prevenis them from
leaciing heaithy lives, bring able to get educated
or to have the means (o live a decent ltfe.

Butlding people’s capabtlities in Lhe areas
ol health, education and acress (o resources Is
therefore, Important inenlarging thetr cholees.
Il people do ot hve capabilites in hese areas,
Lthetr chiolees also gel i led.

For example, an uneducated chilld cannot
make the cholee 1o be a doclor because her
cholee has gol lmiled by her Inck of education.
Stmmtlarty. very olten poor people cannl choose
Lo take medical treatment for disease because
thetr chotoe ts lmiied by their lack of rsources.

| Activity

Enacl afive-minute play with your elassmates showirg
how choices are limited due o lack of capabllily In the
araas of gither income, education or health.

THE FOUR PILLARS OF HUMAN
DEVELOPMENT

Just as any bullding 1s supported by pillars,
the tdea of human devélopment 1s supporied
by the concepls of equlty, sustainability,
productivity and empowerment.

Equity refers (o making equal aceess (o
opporiuniiies avatlable lo evervhody. The
opporttintiles svatlable (o people must be equal

trrespective of thetr gender, race, Income and
tne the Indtan case, caste. Yel this 1s very often

hﬁh\ ¥e W._-'\ not the case and happens mn almost every
E';?" rf / u”mr'l}r
S —i

IB Fundammtols of Homan GEogrophy

Far cammpde, Inany couniry, |l s inleresiing
to see which group the most of the schoaol

dropotts belong to, This should then lead Lo an
undersianding of the reasons for such hehaviotr,
In India, alarge number of wotnen and persons
belonging (o secially and economically
backwan] groujs dmp out of school, This shows
hiow the chioices of these groups ged limited by
not having access o Kknowledge.

Sustalnalility means conlnully n the
avallability ol cpportumilles. To have
sustainable human development, cach
generation must have the same opportunties.
All environmental, financial and human
resaiirees mist be used keeping in mind the
future. Misuse of any of these resources will
lead o fewer opporiunities for [uture
generations,

A pood example s about the importance
ol sending girls to schook. I s community does
niol stress the imporiance of seniding its girl
r.'hﬂ[lrt.n to school, many oppariunities will be
Just to these youngwomen when they grow up.
Thetr career cholees will be severely curtatled
anel Lhis would affee! other aspects of thetr lives,
5o cach generation must ensure Lhe avallability
of cholces and apportunities to s future
generations.

Productivity hers means human labour
productivity or productivity tn Lerms of hurmian
work. Such productivily miust be consiantly
enrichied by butlding capabllittes ix people.
Ultmately. it ts people who are the realwealth
of nations. Therelore, efforis Lo tnerease thely
knowledge, or provide belter health facilities
ultimately leads (o beiter work efficiency.

Empowermeni means (o have the power
ip make cholees. Such power comes from
tncreastng freedom and capability, Good
governianice and people-oriented policies are
required (o empower people. The empowerment
of socially and economically disadvantaged

groups 1s of spectal imporiance,

]2 Activity.

Talk to the vegatable vendor in your neighbourhood and
findd oLt if she has gone to schabl, Did she drop out of
sehool? Why? What does s tell you aboul her cholces
and the freadom she hasT Note how her opporiunities
werg limitad because of her gender, caste-andincome.




APPROACHES TO HUMAN
DEVELOPMENT

There are many ways ol looking at (he problein
ol huniat developrienl. Some of Uie Important
approaches are; (@) The income approach [b) The
welliare approachs (¢ Mintmuam needs approacts
and [d] Capabilitles approaich [Table 3.1).

MEASURING HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

The human development index [HIN) ranks the
countries based on thetr perfommance In e key
areas of heallh, educalion and access (o
resolres. These rankings are based on a score
between 0 lo 1 thal a eountry eams from s
record in the key aréas of Iniinan development.

The indicator chosen Lo assess health s
ihe lle expeciancy al hirth, A higher e
expeclancy means that people have a grealer
chiance of living lomeger aand healihier ives,

The adull Weracy rale and the gross
ramlmeni mlo represent atcess Lo kpow|edae.
The nurither of adulls who are alile Lo read and

write and the number of children enrolled
schools show how easy or dillicull it 18 to access
knowledpe tna parficular country.

Access (o resources is measured In Lemms
ol purchasing power I U.S. dollars),

Each of these dimensions 1s given a
weightage of 1/3. The Human development
index s a st (okal of e welghis assigned to
all these dimensions, '

The closer a score 18 Lo one. Ut greater Is
e level of lmman developmenl. Therefore, a
seare of 0,983 would be constdered very Iught
wlhille 0268 would meaii a very low level of
humian developrienl.

The hiuman deelopment index measures
attainments 1 human developmenl. ILrellects
whal has been achlemd i the key arcas ol
human development. Yel 1L s not the most
reliable measure, Tiis 1s becanse 1L does nol
say anylling aboul the disiributicn.

The human poverty index (s related to the
human development tfidex. This index
mezsies e shorifall In lnman developmeniL

Tabie 3.1: Approaches to Human Devefopmam

Income Approach

This is one of e pldest approaches lo humun
development. Tluman developmenl 13 soen a8 biing
linked 10 income. The idea is that the lovel of income
reflescts the level ol freedom an individual enjoys
Higher the level of income, the higher & e level of
tromnn. development

Welfare Approach

This approdch looks at hunnn biings as beneficies
or largets of all development activides, The bapproach
argunes. for higher goyermmeni cxpeodiinie om
ecducation, healtly, doctal secondinry st dmenibles,
Peaple are not participants in development bt anly
pasisbe meeipients. The govermmmend s sesponsibile for
imcreasing levels of buman developmeni by
muximising oxpaliture on welinne

fci  Baslc Needs Approach

This approach was indtiolly proposcd by the
inlrn’mlinnnt Labour Organtsation {1LE3). Six basic
necds e Henlili, education. fond, waler supply.
samlm.{im'x_ pred Motsing were dentifled. The guestion
of human choices is fgnored and the emphasis is on
Ui provision of basie oeeds of delmed sclions.

Capability Approach

This approach i=s associmied with Pmof. Amoriya Sem
Bullding human capabiiities in the areas of health,
edusation and aceess to mesoisrees s Lhe key to
ncreasing loaman develspiment

Humyon  Denslopomone
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Since

1930, the United Nahions
Drevelopmeant [IUNEF) has bean,
pubfishing the Human Develooment Report
every year 1S report provides srank-wiss
list of 5il member counines according fothe.
level of human development The Human
Devalapment index and the Human Povery
index ar= two important indices & measire:
human development Used by the LNDP

—
— -

Itis 8 norl-income measyre. The probahlity of
not surviving Hil the ag@ of 40 the adult Mliteraey
raie, the number of pcople Wi do met have
acpess o olean water. and the number of smiall
childrer who are underweight are all i@ken o
acoount to show the shordsll 1o Human
dewelopment In anvregion. Oftien e human
poverty Index i more revealing than the human
development index. '

Lookingat hoth these measuresad human
deselopmet togsiler gives AN ancurat pichuis
of the human desslopment situation In 4
counEy.

The ways to maasurs human deveElopmant
are constarntly being refined and newer ways of
capiuriog different eisments of human
developmentare being ressarohed. Researohers
haw bundlinks between the evel ofesmupiion
or political freedom in a particular region: There
is: also & discussion regarding & political
ircedomindex and. alisting of the mostoomupt
countries Can you think of other links to the

(\ ieve! of human development?

Fundnmentals of Human Geography

Bhutan is the only country in the world o
officially proclaim the Gross National
HEPDIHE‘SS [GNHj as the measure of the
COUNTY'S progress. Matetial progress and
tec hnologweal developments ars apgroached
more caubousty takong mo consceraten the
possible harm they might brnng to the
anviranment of the other aspects of cultural
znd spintusl e of the Blutanese. The simply
means malenal pegrsss canmol come stihe
cosl of happiness. GNH ercouragas us o
think of tha spintusl. non-matenal and
alsltstive aspacts of develooment

INTERNATIONAL COMPARISONS

Internatlonal compatisons ol human
desslgpment are inferesting Size of the temltpry
and per eaplta income are not directly related
o hirman development Ofien smaller counres
have done better than larger ones in hiiman
deselopment. Similarly. relatively poorer nations

fn terms of iman development

For e=amplk. Sri lanks, Trinidad and
Tobagoe have 2 higher rank than india (n the
numan development Indsx despits having
smaller economies. Similarly, within Indla.
Kerala peforms miueh better than Funjab and
Gujarat in human dewelopment despite having
lower per caplia income:

Couniries ean De classified into four
groups o1 the basis of the human development
sonres earned by them (Tahle 3.2).

ared Couritries
Leved of Human Score in Number of
Index
Very High zhove 0800 &=
‘High betwesn 0.700 @5
up w759
Sediam berween G.550 s
op in G 529
Low below 542 =

oy

Sotioe- Human Detejdpmsar Eegars 2
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Countries with vy high homen desslopment
index are thase which have a score of =r 0,500,
Aceopding to the Human Developrnent Reportof
2(21-22, this group includes 66 countries. Table

3.3 shows the top teo countries m this group.

Tadsle 220 Top Ten Huoiied Conntefes wibts Hilglh

Vahe fodex
k|| Loty Hank Codiibry
1. Swritrerisnd . e
3 | S=wsy T | St
3. | Ioeland: B. | eland
= Hoozhong, Chins (24F)| 9. | Gooneny
£ Auetrals Ly, | Reth=riands
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Ty to locate thase countries on a map.
‘Can you see what these countries have in -
common? To find outmore visit the official
government websites of these countries,

High l=vel of humasn deselopment-group
has 49 countries. Providing education and
bealthoare is anmmportant government prionty,
Countries with higher human developmentare
those where a lot of investment in the seosl
sector has taken place. Altogether, a higher
investmentin people and good governance has
set this greup of countries apartirom the others.

Trv to find out the percentage of the
counisy = income spent on thess sectors. Can
you think ef some other eharzcteristies that
these countries have |o common?

You will notice that many of thess countries
e been the fommesrimpeTial powers. The dégr=s
of social diversity in these couniries is not very
high. Mamy of the countries with 2 high human,
development score are located {n Enmope and
represent the indostrislised westernworld, Yet
there are sinong mumbers of non-Eurgpesn
countries also who have made 1t to this Hst,

UCountrie=s with medinm levels of human
deselipment forms the largest grmip. There axe
44 couritries . the mediinm level of homan

development. Most of Hisse ar= couniries winich
have smerged In the p=riod after the Second
Worid War. Scme countries from this gronp wers
former colonies while mamy others have emerged

after the break up of the erstwrhile Soviet Cmion
i 1580 Many of thess countnies -hsve been
rapidly mproving ther human deveiopment
score by adopting more people-orientsd policies
#nd reducing socis] dserirpination. Most of
these courtsies have a much highér social
diversity than thecountries with higherhumsn
development scores. Many i this group have

India ranks 132 in UNDP's

Human Development Index,
amid a global fall

Veptuerilen O3, 20 YT O%Chm jeen | Lipd il "..J|trrr-||.hlrll_=,1i'.‘1:
Q000 a1 Y = B el

Prrop in score is in lime with the global
trend since the outbreak of COVID =19

IACTRETT SHANTINA

itpre=ama tionnt image. | Phote Credie The Hindo Phato Litmny

Inddia raiks 132 out of 191 counttied In the
Human Development Index (HDI) 2021, after
registering a'decline in ils score over two
conseculive vears for the first time in thres
decades.

Thir drop i51n Hhe with the global tremd sifee
the outlyeak of COVID-19 during which 90%
of the countries have fullen hackward in
human development

flognnn Lhrveloniicil
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Taced politiea] instability and social ‘uprisings
atsome point 6f me in their recent history.

As many as 32 counimies record jow lewels
of human deyelopment A large proportion of
these are small eounivies wiich have been going
through politica! turmefl and social instability
in the form of civil war, famine or a high
incidencs pf diseases There isan urgent need
o address the human development
requirements of this group through well
thought out policies,

internatienal comparisons of human
development can show some very intseresting
results. Often people tend 1o blame low levels
of human development on the culture of the
people: For example 3 counity has lower
human development because its peaple follow
Y religion or belong to Z community. Such
statements are misleading.

{a) an morsss in size
() = cor=iant ' in- sire

Development?
fa] Prof Amarive Sen
(6] Ellen C. Semple

development?

EXEACISES

4. Choese the right answer from the four altermatives given below
1] Which one of the following best deseribes devslopment?

(1] Which one of the followisg seholars introduced the concepl of Humsan

2. Answer the Illowmg guéstans m about 30 woms
il What are the three basie areas of human developmeni?
fii} Nams ths foour main compopsnts of human development?
Lz} How ate couniriss cisssified on the basis o human doslopment mdasT
3 Aﬁm'frmgﬂ:rﬂﬂwmgqucm i not mors than 159 words.
f1l What do o undersiznd by the orm human desslopment?
{it) What do equity and susiainability refey to within the concept of human

 To understand why a particular region
keeps reporting low or high leyels of human
development it is imporiant to look at the
pattern of government expendituire on the:
goeial secior. The politléal enviroiiment of thie
eouniry and fhe amount of Tesdom peanle
have Is also lmporsant. Countriss with high
Ievels of human dewlopment [nvest more in
the spelal sectors and are generslly free flem
political turmoil and insiability. Distribution
of the counirys resgurees is also far more
squitable.

On the other hand. places with lowlevels
ef human dewelopment tend o spend miore 611
defenos rather than soeizl sectors This shows
that these couniries tend to be lopated In arzas
of politica! instability and have not been able
m initiate aeeclermted ecanomin dewlopment.

&) a pﬁﬁﬁ&&n#mqmﬂﬁ
[ = simple change in the quality

fe] Dr Mahabub-ul-Hag
@l Rarzsl




Projact / Activity
Make 2 Hﬂt&fﬂwlmmml:nrm;ﬂmdﬂmmdtm lestst ermrupt conmrivs.
'C;lmpmwthdfmnnumhmmnddmhpnmuludm What Inferences cin:
you draw?
Consult the ktest Human Development Report for this,
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